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Social Controversies and Governance of Generative Artificial Intelligence
GAO Fang, WANG Yanyu & WANG Yiying

Abstract: As a branch of artificial intelligence technology, generative artificial intelligence not only has
the ethical risks inherent in traditional artificial intelligence, but also brings new social problems and risks,
posing new challenges to the existing governance system. This article systematically sorts out the stage
characteristics of generative artificial intelligence based on the development history of artificial intelligence
for more than 60 years, analyzes various ethical and social development disputes caused by the current
stage, and sorts out the governance practices of the main governance entities. Research results show that
the unique attributes of generative artificial intelligence—such as creativity, technical generalization, reality
reconstruction, and human-likeness—Ilead to more concealed ethical issues, including privacy breaches,
social distrust, academic fraud, discrimination, and prejudice. They pose both short-term and long-term
challenges to human development. In the short term, these challenges affect employment structures, the
digital divide, and energy consumption. In the long term, they may lead to shifts in social organization and
even the potential “loss of control” over artificial intelligence systems, which could threaten human survival.
Major countries and multilateral international organizations strengthen the governance of generative artificial
intelligence through diverse practices such as mechanism construction, legislative supervision, standard
setting, and governance cooperation, which provide valuable references for enhancing our country’s ability
to balance development and safety, as well as innovation and regulation, and further improve the artificial
intelligence safety supervision system.

Keywords: generative artificial intelligence; large Al models; ethical risk; social controversy; governance;
science and technology ethics



