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Wei Xi’s Temperament of Political Strategists and His “Strategist Prose”
LI Peng

Abstract: Wei Xi highly respected strategists and had studied diversity theories, thus he had a
temperament of political strategists, which was reflected in three aspects. Firstly, he was ambitious and
wanted to create a legacy that would outlast him. Secondly, he talked openly about political tactics and
praised strategic methods highly. Thirdly, he was eloquent, liked to discuss military affairs and had a
chivalrous spirit. His prose was called strategist prose reasons. Firstly, the concepts conveyed in his articles
were unorthodox, the advocating of the adaptability in tactics carried the risk of breaking through the
moral barriers of Confucianism and the public denying of the emperor being the role model of his subjects
deviated from norm. Secondly, the argumentative essays that he valued most were the same as the strategists’
suggestions in a way. Besides, his prose had three characteristics which were similar to strategist’s rhetoric.
On the one hand, there were a lot of argumentative essays and he really liked and was good at discussing.
On the other hand, he had outstanding insight and liked to debate, and sometimes he would brag. Lastly, he
devoted particular care to rhetoric in his writing and his style was swift and fierce.

Keywords: Wei Xi; political strategists; strategist; temperament of political strategists; strategist prose



