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Gender Ethics and Discourse Power in Female Narrative
in the Song Dynasty Poetry Talks
ZHOU Meng

Abstract: Female narration is an indispensable aspect of ethical implementation, but in the context of
male dominated discourse and narrators, traditional texts inevitably carry a strong sense of male chauvinism.
The female narrative in Song Dynasty poetry talks may seem scattered and disorganized. But in reality, it
is a poetic representation of this mainstream concept, which is gathered into three categories of discourse,
which is orthodox ethics, gender power, and aesthetic imagination. From the perspective of orthodox ethical
discourse, the poetry talks of the Song Dynasty reiterate the erroneous argument of “beauty brings disaster
to the country”, and even reinforces traditional Confucian women’s ethics, without properly positioning the
achievements already made by well-known women. From the perspective of gender power discourse, Song
Dynasty poetry talks established a set of rules and regulations to maintain male dominance through the
heterogeneity and isomorphism of personal character, family ethics, literary identity, and social identity,
which achieving the all-round penetration of existing ethics into social life. From the perspective of
aesthetic imagination, the poetry talks of the Song Dynasty adhered to the inherent supernatural tradition of
traditional literature, showcasing the spiritual construction of scholars through fairy and female ghost that
were different from conventional ones, and also reflecting some of their moral subconsciousness that was
inconvenient to directly express. It not only provides a typical aspect for the inward deepening of ethics in
the Song Dynasty, but also provides case support for the ethical interpretation of Song literature.

Keywords: Song Dynasty poetry talks; female narrative; Confucian ethical discourse; gender power



