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Other People’s Discourse: A Comprehensive Study of Prefaces and Postscripts in Qing
Dynasty Female Writer’s Anthologies
XING Xiaoxuan

Abstract: During the Dynasty, there was a notable increase in the volume of works created by female
writers, as well as in the number of publications of these works. Correspondingly, the number of prefaces
and epilogues appended to these collections of poetry and prose also rose. Given the unique status of female
writers and the distinct positioning of women’s literature, the prefaces and epilogues of Qing Dynasty
women’s poetry and prose collections developed their own modes of acquisition, authorial circles, and
stylistic conventions. In terms of acquisition mechanisms, due to the restricted status of women in seclusion,
male relatives of female writers became the primary contributors of prefaces and epilogues. However,
instances where female writers actively solicited prefaces from their relatives and mentors, as well as cases
where male literati voluntarily contributed prefaces, were also common. Regarding the composition of
authors, male relatives served as the most crucial link between female writers and the mainstream literary
world. The extent of the social connections of these male relatives largely determined the potential expansion
of the female writers’ own social networks.Stylistically, the prefaces and epilogues of Qing Dynasty women’s
poetry and prose collections exhibited a strong biographical tendency and a continuation of the tradition
of writing about female virtue. The personal deeds and virtues of the female writers often became the
main focus of these writings, while criticism of their poetry and theoretical elaborations were significantly
reduced. The modes of acquisition reflect the era’s acceptance and recognition of women’s literature, as well
as the operational scope of female writers within the literary field during the Qing Dynasty. The circles and
composition of the authors of these prefaces and epilogues reveal the direct and indirect social networks of
women. The stylistic tendencies of these writings demonstrate contemporary views on female authors and
their texts, and show how invited writers skillfully crafted their words for authors with sensitive statuses or
limited interactions. This provides a clear path for studying the genre of prefaces and epilogues as a form of
social literary writing.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty’ female writers; prefaces and postscripts; acquisition mechanism; female social
interactions; writing patterns



